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Cashmere is so luxurious
that the Ark of the Covenanl of
the {Hd Teslament was repart
edly limed with it Pashmina
shawls

warrd For wanld

named far a Persion
have been cay
eed worldwide since
Mapoleon. who did nothing by
halves, gave 17 cashmere
wraps 1o his second wife,

Emipress Fugenie

‘Whal is cashmere?

Cashmere is the ulirmfine.
lightweipht. extremely =oft, silken wool from the undercoat of the
Kashmir {ar Cashmere) goat, which originally graeed in the high
plabeaus of central Asio. especially Mongodia.

Garmernts made from cashmere cosl more than those from sheep's
watol hecause 1l is a rare fiber available in a limited supply. [t was radi
tionally callected by hand during the malting season, when the animals
naturally shed each sprimg. bt teday cashmere 15 rempaved with o camb
ar by shearing

Each goat provides four to six punces of fiher a vear, so it 12kes about
four goals to make one swealer, six o eight goals for o sports onat.

Although you'll pay more for a cashmere garment than for ome made
from sheep™s wool. it is worth 1 because cashmere trvels well and does
n't wrinkle, has great insulating properties, and is long-lasiing
Cashmere garments become softer with age and rarely pall afier being
winm amd washed. A well-cared-for cashmere sweater should last a life

tima

Signs of gquality

Cashimene's repulation has been tarnished in recent vears by an influx
into the Unated States af mislabeled garments claiming to be cashmere.
Yarns that combine stamdard sheep’s wonl with residual cashmere are
impared mbo China, frome which they make their way inbo this country,

where ihey are sold ax cashmere at discount prices.

cashmere

on for pashmina
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Frodect yourself by careful
Iy reading the parment’s hang
tag ar sewn-in lahels. whach are
reguired by law 1o include hber
peroentages. A sweaber or coal
frusdulemly labeled amd priced
2 “cashmere” or “cashmere
blemd™ may have as Lhitle as 14k
percent cazshmere Fiber, and
pashmina is not a legally recag
mized or regulated term.

Beware decepiive ar fraud
ulznt advertising from
unscrupulous  manufacturers
that try o take advanlage of unsuspecting consumers in search af a bar
gain. Inferiar gaeds masguerading as discounted cashmere are no bar
gain. Always buy cashmere garmenis—such as men’s and women's
caals, jackets and hlazers, skiris, hasiery, sweaters, glwes, scarves, muf
flers, caps and robes—from a reputable source hecause mislabeled cash

mere wan't wear as well or last as long.

Cushmere care

The best way 1o make sure cashmere and came] hair garments last s
o handle them carefully, as you would any other fine woalen.

Hand wash knits with cald water, using a mild soap. Dry clean woven
EarmEnts.

Fodd knatwear with tissue and store flat in 2 drower; never hang on
hangers. Hang woven garmenis on padded hangers, sppered and bt
tomed with pants and sharts an hangers designed for them.

Crive garments 1 rest betassen wearings for at least 24 biowrs 1o elim
inate wrinkles.

Treal stains as quickly as possible: Rinse immediately with oold
walber. Albw to dry oy From direct heat, and then brush with the fab

ric mip.
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