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Gumbo and golf
Louisiana links

As a sportsman's paradise, Louisiana offers
golters plenty of dynamite golf courses for play
at all gkil levels. Thare are approximataly 175
golf clubs and courses in about 100 towns
and cities across the state, Including public
links, lLxury rasort and sami-private coursas
and professional-level courses to challenge
everyona from weekend wamiors to “when |
rating, watch for ma™ Sarior Tour hopefuls.

The Audubon Golf Traill — with 10 excep-
tinnal cnuress N Alesandrs, Baton
Hammand, Lake Charles, Mary, M !
Monrog, New Orleans and Shreveport — is
parfact for & wesk of sarinus play or an
afternoon on the fairways as & break from
tours of anteballum plantations. The state’s
three largest matropolitan areas are espe-
cialy attractive for golf tours because each

has more than a dozen nearby golf courses:
Baton Rouge (18 cnurses), New Odaans (13)
and Shreveport-Bossier (13).

Despita disniptions dus to Huricane Katrina,
mast of Louisiana's golf courses remain
open. Damaged courses expect to re-open
snon, Although operators of a few colrses
were not able, by press time, to estimate
when. For exampla, at the Pater Dya-
dasigned TPC of | ouislana course acmss
the Mississippl River from New Orleans,
buildings sustained onky minor wind and rain
damage, but nver 1,000 trees will have 1o ha
removed and standing water destroyed the
turf on holes 2 through &.

Contact Doug Bourgeol, domestic and
Canadian marketing (dbourgecis@crt state.
Ia.1s) or Eric Kaspar, AGT administrator
(ekaspar@cri state.la.us) at the Louisiana
Offica of Tourism for information about condi-
tinns at spacific courses, espacialy thosa n
the path aof Huricane Katrina,




